
Miscoe 2020-21 Back to School FAQs 
 

On Scheduling 
 
Q. What times will school start and end? 

A. School will begin at 8:30 and end at 2:30. 
 

Q. What will the class sizes be? 
A. During full remote learning, the class sizes will be approximately 25 students per class. 

Once we begin hybrid learning, the cohort sizes will be approximately 12 students per 
cohort. 
 

Q. Will the Wednesday schedule be synchronous or asynchronous? 
A. The first half of the day on Wednesdays will be synchronous with each class meeting for 

a shorter time; the second half of the day will be utilized for teacher collaboration and 
professional development during which time your child will be provided with 
asynchronous learning activities. 
 

Q. Will project block be at the end of day? 
A. Project block will be during the last block, which will give students a nice check-in time, 

an opportunity for directed study, time for SEL instruction and activities, time to meet 
with teachers for extra help and time for team-building and reflection. 
 

Q. How will the schedule change once we move to hybrid and full in-school learning? 
A. Our goal was to create a schedule that would transition from remote to hybrid and full 

in-school learning; we wish to keep it as consistent as possible and do not anticipate 
changes at this time. The schedule may need to be revised at certain points based on 
stakeholder feedback. 
 

Q. Will the schedule be the same for remote, hybrid and full in-person? 
A. It is our intention that the schedule we have developed will be consistent with all models; 

although it is a living document and we may make adjustments in order to meet student 
needs. 

 
Q. When will the cohorts for hybrid learning be assigned? 

A. We are in the process of creating cohorts now, taking into consideration families and 
siblings and things of that nature. As soon as we have them completed, we will make 
them available to you. 
 

Q. Will there be a meet the teachers night? 
A. At this time, all meetings will be remote. We will have some form of virtual back to school 

night/open house for parents. 
 



Q. Will the school vacations be during the same weeks? 
A. Yes. Other than the 10 days at the beginning of the year, the school calendar remains 

the same at this time. 
 

On Special Education and Related Services 
 
Q. How will this affect Special Education services/504 accommodations for my child? 

A. Your child will still receive his or her services and accommodations as identified on the 
I.E.P. or 504. Teachers will adhere to the accommodations and modifications and 
additional services such as pull-out, one-on-one instruction and strategies class. 
 

Q. Will teachers still be able to provide accommodations as expressed in the district’s DCAP? 
A. Yes. Teachers will still adhere to the DCAP in order to provide each student with as 

many opportunities to meet with success as possible. 
 

Q. How will I.E.P. meetings be held? 
A. I.E.P. meetings will still be held via Zoom. 

 
On Curriculum and Instruction 

 
Q. Will each grade share the next week’s curriculum as they did in the Spring? 

A. Similarly to how it was shared in the spring, each grade will share the week’s curriculum 
objectives and planned activities by Monday morning of that week. 
 

Q. Will students be assessed on their learning and will there be opportunities for feedback? 
A. Yes. Students will be assessed on their learning and feedback will be provided in various 

ways such as through the Google Classroom Private Comments section, 
student-teacher conferences, small group conferences, and individual feedback. 
 

Q. Will there be homework? 
A. Initially, our focus will be on the social-emotional wellbeing of our students and 

establishing relationships, routines and expectations. We want students to get the hang 
of full day remote learning before considering whether homework will be assigned. 
 

Q. Will teachers still use Powerschool? 
A. Yes. Powerschool is the platform our teachers will use for assignment tracking and 

grading and will be updated frequently at least every two weeks. 
 

Q. What can I expect for my child during the 1st week of school? 
A. A lot of relationship-building, connections, explicit explanation of the schedule and 

procedures and answering of questions so as to make them feel safe and as comfortable 
as possible will be the focus in the first weeks. This will, of course, continue throughout 
the year, but will be the priority in the very beginning. 



 
Q. Is there a summer reading assignment due in the beginning of school? 

A. There is recommended summer reading, but no mandatory, accompanying assignment. 
Encourage your child to read what he/she enjoys and to be ready to share and discuss it 
if an assignment is to follow. 
 

Q. How will assignments be communicated to parents? 
A. We will use Powerschool and Google Classroom as our main platforms for 

communication of work; the week’s objectives and activities will be made 
available/published on Monday morning of that week as consistently as possible. 
 

Q. Will teachers review the material that may have been missed last year due to the unexpected 
implementation of remote learning? 

A. Yes. Teachers have recorded data in regards to which standards may have been missed 
and we continue to use that data as we devise our curriculum for this upcoming year. 
 

Q. Will there be accountability for remote learning in terms of attendance? 
A. Yes. Attendance will be taken in each class and students are expected to be present 

and engaged in the learning. 
 

On Safety Guidelines and COVID-Related Procedures 
 

Q. Is there a full virtual learning option if I do not want to send my child to school? 
A. Yes. At this point you should have notified the central office of this request. If you have 

not, please email Mrs. Mannion and Mr. Marshall as soon as possible. 
 

Q. What are the protocols in place if a student or member of the staff contracts COVID? 
A. These protocols are outlined in the district’s reentry plan, available on the district 

website. 
 
Q. What will drive a move from remote learning to hybrid? 

A. Dr. Maruszczak will follow the guidelines, data and trends set forth by the state in order 
to make his recommendation to our school committee. 
 

Q. During hybrid learning, will the students move from class to class? 
A. Students will remain in their cohort groups and will remain in one classroom for ELA, 

Math, Science and social studies. They will also eat lunch and have project block in that 
classroom. Students may move to their electives classes and any other Special 
education service providers throughout the day. There will be procedures on how and 
when to move and students will be explicitly taught how to do so before they are 
expected to move. 
 

Q. Will Zoom sessions be recorded by the school? 



A. No. At this time there are no plans to record Zoom sessions. Teachers may, however, 
record instruction to make available to students. 
 

Q. Will students need to provide their immunization records and flu vaccine before returning to 
school? 

A. Documentation of a flu shot will be required prior to December 31, per the Mass 
Department of Public Health. Students in grades PreK, K, 4, 7 and 10 as well as all 
students new to the district need physicals and records of immunizations prior to 
entering school. 
 

Q. Will drop-off and pick-up procedures be different? 
A. Yes. We are working with our school resource officer and the bus company to determine 

the safest procedures and will share them when finalized. 
 
Q. Do we need permission if we allow our children to walk to school?  

A. No. You are welcome to have your child walk to school; we are in the process of 
obtaining a bike rack for students to keep their bikes safely parked during the school day 
as well. 
 

Q. In the event that a student is full-remote during hybrid schooling, will the learning be 
synchronous? 

A. Instructional practices and staffing determinations are still being determined for students 
who remain remote should the district transition to a hybrid model. Information will be 
shared as it becomes available. 
 

Q. What if a teacher is out sick? 
A. Substitute teachers will provide coverage with the support of the teaching team.  

 
On School Supplies 

 
Q. Are the school supply kits available? 

A. Yes; the school kits are here at Miscoe and the PTO is currently organizing a system for 
distribution. 

 
Q. What materials should we have at home to support our child’s learning needs? 

A. Students should have internet access and a school-issued ipad if you need assistance 
with either of these things, please reach out to Dave Quinn, our Director of Technology 
Integration, as soon as possible so we can help you. School supplies lists are posted on 
the website in the News section. Should teachers determine additional supplies are 
needed, we will communicate that prior to September 16.  
 

Q. Would it benefit my child to have a laptop? 



A. This year we are asking all students to utilize their school issued iPads for all students so 
they have access to the library of apps on the school network; their work can be done on 
those. However, if you feel your child would benefit from having a laptop, their work can 
be done just as well. 
 

On Electives 
 

Q. Will my child still be able to participate in band and chorus? 
A. Yes. We are still offering band and chorus as full-year options. Because of the safety 

guidelines, it may look different (percussion instruments and general music instruction as 
opposed to wind instruments, for example) as the safety guidelines dictate. Participation 
in band and chorus will preclude your child from participating in additional electives this 
year. 
 

Q. What electives will be offered? 
A. We want to offer as many options for electives as possible. This year, students will be 

assigned to electives from the following offerings:  physical education, wellness, band, 
chorus, Spanish, technology, world language or art as their schedule allows. 
 

Q. Will Spanish Immersion students stay together? 
A. In 5th and 6th grade Spanish Immersion students will be in the same cohorts each day 

so as to receive instruction as it is part of the curriculum. In 7th and 8th grade Spanish 
Immersion will be a class during F Block with the same cohort each day. 

 
 

On Social Emotional Learning 
 

Q. Have you taken screen fatigue into consideration? 
A. Yes. We have built short breaks in between each class with a longer break for lunch and 

recess. The teachers will also provide off-screen learning activites during classes and 
Zoom sessions. Students will stay logged into the zoom session throughout the period 
but will often engage in activities that take their eyes, and sometimes bodies, away from 
the screen,. 
 

Q. In terms of stress and anxiety, will students be surveyed on how they are doing? 
A. Yes. We are committed to our community's health and emotional well-being and will 

survey students soon after the beginning of school to gauge their baseline; we will 
continue to incorporate Social Emotional Learning into the curriculum and survey the 
students periodically. Our teachers and staff will make relationship-building a priority and 
will keep the social and emotional wellness of your children paramount. 

 
 
 



On Athletics and Extracurricular 
 

Q. Will there be any Fall sports? 
A. At this time. our school will vote on whether to offer low-risk fall sports per the most 

recent MIAA guidelines. 
 

 
 


